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BOSTON REGION.—April and the first 
days of May were a very discouraging 
and trying period for New Englanders, as 
it was a 
cold and 
1 backward 
0 
spring. 
All-time 
record low 
tempera- 
ramos | tures were 
—— recorded 
on April 6 and 7. There was only one 
warm spell the entire month, April 23-25. 
I happened to cross the state of Massa- 
chusetts on April 14 and again on May 3; 
on latter date in whole of western and 
central two-thirds I could see no apparent 
advance in the season! 

Vegetation developed and birds ar- 
rived with a rush with the arrival of warm 
weather on May 6. A preliminary flight 
on 7th was followed by a giant wave on 
8th, and continued migration from 9th- 
llth. The missing April birds, like chip- 
ping sparrows and towhees, flooded the 
country on the same day as the oriole 
and first May warblers. A long cold, rainy 
spell finally ended, and a great wave of 
birds rushed through New England on 
18th, with further migrations on 19th. 
By this time the vegetation had caught 
up, and the migration was almost a week 
ahead of normal. The explanation is, 
of course, the very early and warm spring 
in the extreme south and the early and 
rapid migration of the Central American 
contingent, that composes the bulk of 
the later May migrants in the Northeast. 
A small flight on the 23rd after another 
rainy spell was followed by an ideal night 
for a great wave. Nevertheless on the 
24th only a few stragglers could be found, 
and the migration was apparently over. 
An unexpected small late wave on 27th 
gave one the impression of the migration 
beginning all over again, exactly paral- 
leling the season of 1924. 
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There were two southerly storms on 
April 19 and May 2. These brought un- 
seasonable rose-breasted grosbeaks, indigo 
buntings and a summer tanager to Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard; a purple gallinule to New 
Bedford, and a male blue grosbeak to 
North Scituate from April 28-May 13, dis- 
covered and photographed in colored 
movies by John B. May, a much more 
satisfactory method of validating a record 
of an accidental straggler than shooting 
the specimen. 

Canada Goose—Continued fine flight in 
Massachusetts: 165+, 1070 in Essex 
County on April 4, still abundant, 
April 11. Poor peak numbers in Merry- 
meeting Bay, Me. 

Hawks—Generally poor flight due to 
unfavorable weather. 

Wilson’s Snipe—A most gratifyingl) 
good flight for spring. 

Shore Birds—A poor yellow-legs’ flight, 
excellent numbers of many species at 
Monomoy, May 21 and 29; least sand- 
piper (700); dowitcher (400); eastern wil- 
let (18); turnstone (1200); black-bellied 
plover (3500 on 2Ist, a truly astonishing 
number). A golden plover on 29th. 

Sapsucker—Very poor flight in April, 
only one bird in east Massachusetts! More 
than usual in May. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher — Exceptional 
number; I saw 13. 

Short-billed Marsh Wren—Only | report 
from state! 

Gray-cheeked and Olive-backed Thrush 
—Poor flight. 

Warbling Vireo—Continued increase. 

Warblers—On the whole a good year: 
in poor numbers, only parula, black 
throated blue and mourning. In very 
good numbers, my personal counts in 
brackets: Nashville (63); Tennessee (7) 
magnolia (253); Canada (101). 

White-crowned Sparrow—Unusual num 
ber; I saw 15. 

The southern element was well repre 
sented: little blue heron, 1 white in Con 
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necticut, 1 adult at Chatham, May 29; 
yellow-crowned night heron, back at 
Chatham; barn owl, back at Springfield, 
first noted by Mrs. Grace P. Johnson; 
Acadian flycatcher, 1 in full song at 
Hartford, Conn., May 24 and 25 (Berg- 
strom), plus more than normal number 
of reports of silent birds in the wrong 
type of habitat; gnatcatcher (1 near Bos- 
ton); white-eyed vireo, at least 5 near 
Boston; prothonotary warbler, a female 
at Brookline; cerulean warbler, 1 at Am- 
herst (Mrs. Staples); hooded warbler, 2 
near Boston; seaside sparrow, 2 singing 
in marshes at East Orleans (Hill). 

Great Rarities-A European teal at 
Eastham, April 18-19 (Mr. and Mrs. W. B. 
Long). The European black-headed gull 
remained until April 11 in Newburyport 
Harbor. With it on April 4, I found an 
adult short-billed gull. These 2 birds 
were with Kumliens, Iceland, _ black- 
backed, herring, ring-billed and Bona- 
parte’s gulls on the famous Joppa Flats 
often less than a gun-shot away. Short- 
billed gull remained until April 25 and 
was seen by numerous observers. Lark 
sparrow in Brookline, April 29, very prop- 
erly gratified Mr. Baird.—LupLow Gnris- 
coM, Museum of Comparative Zoology, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


NEW YORK REGION.—Subnormal tem- 
peratures in April and rather high north- 
west winds, Seventy-five per cent of 
the days 
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normal for month is 467. Vegetation 
progressed rather slowly and at end of 
month was probably ten days behind 
usual development. Last few days of 
month were warm. Rainfall was defi- 
cient. May temperatures were normal or 
slightly above, 162 degree-days against an 
expected 176, and most of accumulated 
excess occurred in first half of month. 
Some rain fell on 75% of the days and 
by end of month had accumulated an 
excess of about 114 inches. 

The first movement suggestive of a 
wave occurred on April 12-13, when barn 
and early rough-winged swallows, yellow 
palm and myrtle warblers, vesper and 
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swamp sparrows were reported. The next 
notable movement was on April 17. No 
new migrants but increased numbers of 
earlier arrivals. Following two warm days, 
April 28 brought first semblance of a real 
wave. On that date the chimney swift, 
whip-poor-will, kingbird, bank swallow 
and the usual warblers and finches ar- 
rived. 

The period of unusually warm days of 
early May culminated in the most pro- 
nounced wave of the season, that of May 
7-9. In Bronx and Van Cortlandt Parks 
101 forms were recorded on 8th (Komo- 
rowski, et al.). Practically all of. the 
thrushes, warblers and finches were re- 
ported as well as yellow and black-billed 
cuckoos. No well-marked flights that 
might be called waves occurred after this, 
although there was a movement of some 
size on 23rd. Otherwise, late migrants 
moved through rather steadily. April 15 
was the “big day” when 120 forms in- 
cluding 20 warblers were reported from 
western Long Island (Fischer). With the 
movement of May 23, the stream of mi- 
grating land birds ended for the season. 
This migration was interesting from the 
fact of the long period of subnormal tem- 
peratures of April and first days of May, 
followed by a few days of unusually high 
temperatures, and then the most pro- 
nounced wave of the year. In this wave 
practically all of the migrants appeared. 

Records of southern herons have been 
few; American egret, little blue and yel- 
low-crowned night heron, 1 each, at Mas- 
sapequa on May 16 (Grant, Lewis, 
Nathan). 

Ducks were rather late in leaving for 
breeding grounds and large concentra- 
tions, particularly of scaup and golden- 
eyes, were reported after the middle of 
April, while a few lingered until late in 
May. Shore birds were about normal in 
numbers and in dates for early arrivals 
but main migration started late. At end 
of period no terns had been reported. 

From all sections of region come re- 
ports of unusual numbers of yellow-billed 
cuckoos. This influx was early. 

A new breeding location for prairie 
horned lark was established when on 
April 11, 1 nest with 3 eggs and a second 
nest containing 2 young were found at 
Long Branch, N. J. (Seeley). 

Rough-winged swallows were early, 
April 11 at Water Mill, L. I. (Ryan, Mc- 
Keever) and April 13, Haledon, N. J. 
(Hufschmid). After an absence of sev- 
eral years, a Carolina wren is reported 


with young at Orient, May 30 (Latham) 
and short-billed marsh wrens are again 
occupying former territory at Massapequa 
(Elliott), This tract was burned over 
about four years ago but it seems that 
conditions are again favorable as a breed- 
ing ground for these birds. 

\n unusual invasion of blue-gray gnat- 
catchers is indicated. Usually considered 
a casual, it has been reported from every 
section. Some of these records: April— 
Mill Neck, 27th (Bull, Eisenmann), 
Ridgewood, N. J., 26th (Dunham); May 
-Bronx Park, 5th (Gottlieb) and 10th 
(Kamorowski); Central Park, 6th and 
8th (Rich); Ilth (Zimmer, C. K. 
Nichols); Oakwood Beach, L. L, N. Y., 
7th (Miller); Bayside, L. L, N. Y., 9th 
(Fischer); Newark, N. J., 10th (Haulen- 
beck), and 2 at Delawana, N. J. Such an 
invasion in this region is unprecedented. 

Cerulean warblers, rare migrants here, 
reported at Prospect Park, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., May 9 (Russell), and Larchmont, 
May 15 (Bull). Brewster's warbler on 
May 22 at Mountainville, Orange County, 
N. Y. (Vail) seems to be the first hybrid 
from that county. A rare find for this 
region, a yellow-throated warbler, was 
reported in Central Park, April 23 (Rich 
and others). Mourning warblers present 
this spring in considerable numbers. Some 
records: 3 at Haledon, N. J. (Hufschmid) 
on May 27 and 30 and 2 at Prospect Park, 
May 20 and 24 (Russell). 

Orchard orioles noted in unusual num- 
bers. In some sections it is reported that 
| orchard is seen for every 2 Baltimores, 
an extremely high ratio. It has been many 
vears since cardinal has been known to 
breed in Prospect Park, Brooklyn, N. Y.. 
but this spring a pair returned and a 
female was seen feeding young in late 
May. 

Seems to be marked decrease in num- 
bers of both chipping and field sparrows 
in many parts of region—particularly in 
western Long Island (J. T. Nichols), with 
similar records from northern New Jer- 
sey, chipping sparrow only. European 
goldfinches are back at nesting ground 
at Massapequa (Elliott) and they now 
seem firmly established as breeding birds 
at this location.—CuHartrs K. NICHOLS, 
{merican Museum of Natural History, 
New York, N. Y. 


PHILADELPHIA REGION.—Northwest 
winds prevailed throughout April and 
continued to blow from that direction 


during the first 
week of May. .\ 
cold and back 
ward season 
nipped buds and 
retarded leaf for 
mation. Weathei 
conditions un 
doubtedly had 
some bearing on 
the bulk arrival of May migrants and 
upon the unusual abundance of birds in 
general. 

Wilson’s Snipe—A fine flight, almost 
every bog populated. Fifty found in one 
small area at Mt. Laurel, N. J., April 4 
(Haines). Spring aerial performance ob 
served at Palmyra, N. J., April 27 (E. and 
H. Moore). Wilson’s snipe still present 
at Westville, N. J.. May 9 (Manners). 

Snow Goose—Rather late in departing 
this spring. Twenty thousand at Fortes- 
que, N. J., April 11 (Coman, Potter), 
8 at Bombay Hook, Del., April 25 
(Cutler). 

Horned Owl—Three nests in Salem 
County, N. J., 1 in Cape May County, 
N. J., 1 in Burlington County, N. J. Each 
nest contained young in April. Both 
adults from 1 nest in Camden County 
apparently shot (Jacobs). 
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Bald Eagle—Five nests in Salem County, 
N. J., examined during April, none oc- 
cupied (Miller). One nest with young. 
Bombay Hook, Del., April 25 (Culver). 

Bonaparte’s Gull — Marked migration 
along Delaware Valley during April: 100 
at Westville, N. J., April 18; several still 
present, May 9 (Manners); 14 at Spring- 
ton, Delaware County, Pa., April 18 (J. P. 
and E. H. Rigby). 

Waterfowl — Springton, Pa., April 17, 
loon (species?), 34, horned grebe, 250 
(J. P. and E. H. Rigby); Penn Manor 
Pa., April 4, canvas-back, 4, redhead, 8 
(E. Y. and Q. Kramer); Bombay Hook. 
Del., April 25, blue-winged teal, 500, shov- 
eller, 800, old-squaw, 1, gadwall 12 (Cul 
ver et al.); Salem, N. J., May 9, canvas 
back, 1 (Coman). 


Outstanding Record—May 9, Salem 
County, N. J., 2 ravens (Coman, et al.). 


Warblers—Main flight late, though first 
comers appeared on time. From May 
to 15, a horde of warblers and other Ma‘ 
migrants passed through. On May 9, 181 
species of birds were recorded within a 
15-mile radius of Philadelphia by the 
annual D.V.O.C, “Roundup.” Twenty 
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one groups participated, 33 species of 
warblers observed. The magnolia, chest- 
nut-sided and Blackburnian were seen in 
large numbers. Bay-breasted and Ten- 
nessee were seen by nine groups; golden- 
winged and Cape May by eight groups; 
mourning by four groups. Daly and Smith 
noted Connecticut warbler at Chestnut 
Hill, Pa. 

Other interesting birds were glaucous 
gull, Westville, N. J. (Manners); red- 
headed woodpecker, white-crowned spar- 
row, Lincoln’s sparrow, Delaware County, 
Pa. (Debes, et al.); red-bellied wood- 
pecker, Rancocas, N. J., (Linton, et al). 
Many woodland birds such as_ rose- 
breasted grosbeak and scarlet tanager, 
were found in astonishing numbers. 

Other Records of Interest—Addington, 
Pa., April 7, phoebe’s nest, full clutch of 
eggs; May 3, blue-gray gnatcatcher, 1; 
Springfield, Pa., May 31, Lincoln's spar- 
row, | (Culver); Rancocas Park, N. J., 
April 25, little blue heron in pied plum- 
age, 1 (Linton); Rancocas, N. J., April 25, 
short-eared owl, 1; Palmyra, N. J., May 6, 
king rail, 2 (Haines); western Camden 
County, April 25, long-eared owl, nest 
with 4 eggs (Potter); Media, Pa., May 4, 
blue-gray gnatcatcher; May 8, summer 
tanager (J. P. and E. H. Rigby); Ritten- 
house Square, Philadelphia, Pa., May 5, 
red-bellied woodpecker, | (E. Y. Kramer); 
Pennypack Park, Philadelphia, Pa., 
May 6, Brewster's warbler; Morris Park, 
Philadelphia, Pa., May 18, chuck-will’s- 
widow; Cobbs Creek Park, Philadelphia, 
Pa., May 9, white-crowned sparrow, 1; 
Wildwood Crest, N. J., May 31, snowy 
egret, 7 (E. Y. and Q. Kramer); Sewell, 
N. J., May 15, cerulean warbler, 1 (Bate- 
vel); Palmyra, N. J., April 25, prairie 
horned lark, 11, 4 of which were adults 
(E. and H. Moore); Glenside, Pa., 
May 13, Tennessee warbler, 12 (Miller); 
Germantown, Pa., April 12, orange- 
crowned warbler; Chestnut Hill, Pa., 
May 12, mourning warbler (Parry); La- 
fayette Hill, Pa., May 10, dickcissel, male 
(Frech); Mt. Airy, Pa., May 9, white- 
crowned sparrow, | (Miss H. K. Milnes). 
Late dates are: brown creeper, Haddon- 
field, N. J., May 15 (Corn), Philadelphia, 
Pa., May 16 (Yoder); winter wren, Phil- 
idelphia, Pa., May 16 (Miller).—JULIAN 
K. Porrer, 437 Park Ave., Collingswood, 
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CAROLINA REGION.—Temperature for 
first half of April cooler than usual 
with late killing frosts (April 15 at Co- 
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arene eye) lumbia, 


Fea, izlend earlier at 
Raleigh). 
Rest of 
eal month 
Ya 110° a bo u t 

la normal. 

SoRS (Stant” Charleston 

—rainfall 
“normal; 
Columbia — normal in April, 2 inches 
above in May; Raleigh—2 below in May. 

Inland Section—With exception of early 
arrivals, most species later than usual. 
Records are scanty, especially on warblers, 
due partly to transportation difficulties, 
and loss of observers to armed forces. 

Swifts, March 31, at Raleigh and next 
day at Statesville (Miss Anderson) blue- 
gray gnatcatcher, Raleigh, April 4 and 
Charlotte on 6th (Mrs. Clarkson). Hum- 
mer at Raleigh and Charlotte on 9th, an 
early date; next day hooded warbler at 
Raleigh; with Cape May warbler at States- 
ville; and chuck-will’s-widow at Summer- 
ville, S. C. (Swope). Catbirds, April 19 
at Statesville and 2Ist at Raleigh, with 
an unusually early one at Charlotte, 
April 10. Earliest date for black-polls, 
April 25 at Columbia (Joe Biggs) and 
latest, May 23 at Raleigh (Mrs. Simp- 
son). Chats were late, April 28 at Co- 
lumbia, next day at Raleigh and States- 
ville. White-throated sparrows last 
observed at Columbia, May 11, Raleigh, 
16th; hermit thrush left Statesville, April 
17, and Raleigh on 25th; last cedar wax- 
wings, Raleigh on May 23, and Columbia 
on 16th, at Charlotte, 27th, but found 
nesting at Statesville. Blue grosbeaks 
noted unusually common at New Lon- 
don, N. C., arriving, May 4 (John Trott). 

Mountain Section—Birds here are usu- 
ally later than in inland section but wood 
thrush, April 8, at Arden (Mrs. Grinnell) 
near Asheville, is early; earliest record 
for Louisiana water-thrush, March 20, 
Tumbling Creek, Tenn. (Seeman) 1 mile 
from N. C. line; swifts, April 1, at Tryon 
(Law) one day later than at Raleigh. 
High tide for warblers at Arden was 
May 3-6 with 21 species and Miss Shep- 
pard estimated myrtle warblers to be 
innumerable. Arden had an unusual 
dozen rose-breasted grosbeaks, May 6. 
Connecticut warbler at Tryon, May 14 
(Ellison A. Williams). 

Coastal Section — Remarkable is great 
white heron (Chamberlain, Sprunt) on 
Brewton Plantation, Yemassee in Beau- 
fort County, S. C., May 29 where Mrs. 
Frank Bartow had reported the bird since 


early May: identification under excellent 
conditions for first state record. Heron 
colonies for region appear normal as to 
numbers and dates. Increase noted in 
white ibis colony at Fairlawn, S. C., with 
700 pairs (Sprunt); and at Blake’s Re- 
serve, McClennanville (DuPre) 7 pairs 
breeding for first time, thus extending 
breeding range to Santee River. Glossy 
ibis on Santee-Cooper Refuge (Baldwin), 
May 5 which is fifth record for state, only 
one since May, 1928 (Dingle). Waterfowl 
settled for summer at Pea Island with 
200 Canada geese non-breeders, and nest- 
ing blue-winged teal, blacks and gadwall. 
Blue-winged teal and red-breasted mer- 
ganser noted Bull’s Island, April 20 
(Louis Halley), with scaup on Santee- 
Cooper, May 7, ten days later than pre- 
vious records. Shore-bird migration good, 
with S. C. reporting more Hudsonian 
curlew than since 1935; 13 of these at 
Beaufort, N. C., (Mrs. Simpson), May 18, 
which is late. Plovers about normal, but 
piping scarce. Sandpipers abundant with 
red-backs by tens of thousands at Pea 
Island (Walker). By May 18, most shore 
birds had passed through Beaufort, N. C., 
leaving only a few sanderling, semipal- 
mated sandpiper and turnstones. Early 
date for black skimmer is April 3 at 
Southport (Mrs. Simpson); also common 
tern there same day which is early; least 
tern at Charleston, April 25, two weeks 
late. Norfolk (Mrs. Reed) three unusual 
records in broad-winged hawk, April 17, 
which is rare east of Richmond; warbling 
vireo, May 11, rare on coast being on 
hypothetical list in S. C. and not listed 
from Cape May; Cape May warbler, May 
13, which Mrs. Reed discovered to be 
more common at Cape Henry than for- 
merly thought.—C. S$. Brimiey, N. C. 
Dept. Agriculture, and JoHN H. Grey, 
Jr., 2778 Vanderbilt Ave., Raleigh, N. C. 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION.—April 
was dry and warm; May, nearer normal 
in rainfall and very hot. Torrential rains 
fell on May 11 
and 24 but were 
not sufficient to 
replenish roadside 
ponds, and period 
ended with but 
little moisture on 
the uplands and 
with creek and 
river levels low. 
Heavy May 
rains were de- 


Pensacola region 


structive to ground-nesting species, and 
too late to benefit upland shore birds. 
Both solitary sandpiper and lesser yellow- 
legs were commoner than usual early in 
season but drying ponds sent both species 
on their way more than two weeks before 
normal. 

Bell's vireo, one of rarest of Florida 
birds, reported for second successive year 
by A. C. Sheppard, April 22. Rose- 
breasted grosbeak arrived earlier and 
stayed later than ever before recorded-- 
April 18 to May 13 (Mrs. A. L. Whig- 
ham). Other arrival dates, average or 
nearly so, include crested flycatcher, 
April 2 (Mrs. Whigham); broad-winged 
hawk, yellow-throated vireo and prothon- 
otary warbler, April 4; Kentucky warbler 
(Mrs. Whigham) and nighthawk, April 8; 
wood thrush and oven-bird (C. J. Kahn) 
and barn swallow, April 10; painted 
bunting (very rare), April 14 (Mrs. Whig- 
ham); Cabot’s tern, April 17 (Miss L. 
Pate); northern water-thrush and redstart 
(Kahn), yellow-billed cuckoo, _ blue- 
winged warbler (rare), yellow warbler, 
prairie warbler (the only one this sea- 
son), scarlet tanager, blue grosbeak and 
indigo bunting, April 18; olive-backed 
thrush, April 19 (Kahn); dickcissel (rare 
or accidental), April 20 (Mrs. Whigham); 
least tern and gray-cheeked thrush, April 
21 (Sheppard); veery, April 23 (Miss 
Pate); Mississippi kite, April 25; Acadian 
flycatcher and yellow-breasted chat, April 
26 (Sheppard); gray kingbird and black 
tern, May 9. The only well-marked mi- 
gration “wave’—which means in_ this 
region that the trans-Gulf flight was 
dammed up by several days of inclement 
weather—was noted on April 18. Besides 
the new arrivals already reported for that 
date, the day’s list included (previously 
reported) over-bird (rare) and large num- 
bers of yellow-throated and white-eyed 
vireos, myrtle and hooded warblers, or- 
chard orioles and summer tanagers. 

Departure dates—Later than ever before 
recorded (in addition to the rose-breasted 
grosbeak already reported) are: hermit 
thrush, April 23 (Miss Pate); blue-winged 
warbler (rare), April 25; and goldfinch, 
May 2 (Mrs. Whigham). Other depar- 
tures, average or nearly so: American 
bittern and ring-necked duck, April 4: 
phoebe, April 7 (Mrs. Whigham); robin, 
April 10 (Kahn); Wilson’s snipe, upland 
plover, orange-crowned warbler and palm 
warbler, April 11; purple finch, April 17 
(Mrs. Whigham); yellow-bellied sapsucker 
and cowbird, April 18; Bonaparte’s gull, 
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April 19 (Sheppard); house wren, April 
22; marsh hawk and duck hawk (both 
very late), blue-headed vireo and swamp 
sparrow, April 25; yellow warbler (Shep- 
pard), black and white warbler and ruby- 
crowned kinglet, April 26; myrtle warbler, 
April 30 (Mrs. Whigham); blue-winged 
teal, herring gull and olive-backed thrush, 
May 2; white-throated sparrow, May 3 
(Mrs. Whigham); catbird (Mrs. Whig- 
ham), loon (species?), lesser scaup and 
red-breasted merganser, May 9; cedar 
waxwing, May 18 (Mrs. Whigham); semi- 
palmated plover, ruddy turnstone, semi- 
palmated sandpiper and _ sanderling, 
May 29; and double-crested cormorant, 
May 30. The sanderling (in nuptial 
plumage—gray birds are present all sum- 
mer) was still common on May 29. Myrtle 
warbler, an abundant migrant and win- 
ter resident, was particularly abundant 
during spring flight this year; on April 4, 
present in enormous numbers in every 
locality visited. 

Notable species—Pigeon hawk (very 
rare in spring) and gannet (3 birds), seen 
on April 18. After many years’ observa- 
tion, I have found the gannet to be a 
regular (though rare) late winter and 
spring migrant offshore. Usually seen in 
small numbers and always flying west- 
ward along coast. 

Nesting—Mockingbird, young just out 
of the nest, April 18; bluebird, young just 
out of the nest, April 25 (probably the 
second brood); loggerhead shrike, young 
seen to leave the nest on April 28 (E. J. 
Koestner); blue-gray gnatcatcher, young 
about ready to leave the nest, May 16; 
Bachman’s sparrow, young about two 
days old, May 23; and late nests of flicker 
(first egg laid) and meadowlark (eggs in 
process of hatching), May 30. Killdeer 
was found on its nesting ground of sev- 
eral years ago for first time since sharp 
reduction of numbers in freeze of Janu- 
ary, 1940.—Francis M. WESTON, 2006 E. 
Jordan St., Pensacola, Fla. 


OHIO-MICHIGAN REGION.—The cool- 
est April in seventeen years was followed 
by one of the wettest Mays in history. 
Toledo received almost three times the 
iverage rainfall for the month. 

Foliage was somewhat delayed, and 
song-bird migrants in the first half of 
May were found frequently near the 
‘round in the early-leafing shrubs. Fur- 
ther the flooding of the lowlands drove 
nany birds from the dense cover of the 
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woods to more exposed territory. Conse- 
quently, many people, particularly those 
who observe 
principally 
Sy from city win- 
dows and yards, 
reported an ex- 
ceptionally 
good season. 
Although indi- 
viduals arrived 
at the usual 
dates, the main 
flights of most 
species were a 
few days de- 
layed as com- 
pared with 
normal. 

Water and 
shore birds 
passed through in average numbers but 
were perhaps more scattered than usual 
because of the extensive flooded areas. A 
continuously rising lake level, now 3 feet 
above normal, brought fluctuating water 
levels and wave action to the Lake Erie 
marshes which ordinarily are protected by 
dikes. As a result, many duck nests here 
have been destroyed, but nesting condi- 
tions inland have been improved by the 
rains. 

On April 3 there were 2000 whistling 
swans, the best concentration in several 
years, along 3 miles of beach in Monroe 
County, Mich., near Toledo. At Pyma- 
tuning Lake in northeastern Ohio, on 
April 17, there were 40 loons and 18 spe- 
cies of ducks including more than 1000 
ruddies (Skaggs and others). 

Among the shore birds, 350 black-bel- 
lied plover, May 30, near Toledo was a 
new high count for this territory. Two 
Hudsonian curlews at Lake Milton near 
Youngstown, May 29 (Cook) were un- 
usual away from Lake Erie. Semipalmated 
sandpipers (4) April 1, in Wood County, 
northern Ohio (Hicks) were very early. 

Walkinshaw has counted 5 sandhill 
crane nests in Michigan this spring, the 
first with 2 eggs, May 2, in Calhoun 
County. In this same county he has seen 
the yellow rail twice, April 24 and May 2. 
The first of these he almost caught with 
his hands. 

No notable flights of hawks were re- 
ported anywhere in this region. But there 
is an interesting account of a pigeon hawk 
on a trolley wire in suburban Cleveland, 
May 14 (Hill). 

Near Battle Creek 5 long-eared owls, 
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uncommon to rare in most of this terri- 
tory, were hatched in the last week of 
\pril (Pirnie). A colony of cliff swallows, 
highly local, were nesting near Zeeland, 
Mich., by the end of May (Boersma, 
Pirnie). A western meadowlark arrived 
at East Lansing, April 18 and remained, 
singing, for two weeks (Wilson). 

Favorable conditions for observation 
made this an excellent warbler spring. 
Such uncommon species as the golden- 
winged, orange-crowned, hooded, parula, 
cerulean, prairie and Connecticut war- 
blers were seen repeatedly in many areas. 
The first major flight reached northern 
Ohio about May 6, and migrants _re- 
mained numerous until about May 23. 
By this date Kirtland warblers were sing- 
ing on their nesting grounds in northern 
Michigan (Walkinshaw), but none were 
reported in migration. 

Che summer tanager is regular in some 
parts of southern Ohio but rare farther 
north. This bird was added to the Youngs- 
town list on April 28 (Northup, Cook). 
Bewick’s wrens also were seen north of 
their usual range in Ohio at Ashland, 
\pril 8 (Preble, Kahl); at Cuyahoga Falls, 
\pril 18 (Lieftinek, Smith); and at Tole- 
do, May 16 (Campbell, Stearns). 

\ clay-colored sparrow appeared on 
May 23 in Calhoun County, Mich., where 
it had not been noted before. Three weeks 
later it was still there, singing and _per- 
sistently chasing field sparrows. No mate 
was seen (Mr. and Mrs. Peterson). The 
rare Harris's sparrow appeared on May 2 
at Cuyahoga Falls near Akron (Smith). 
\s Louis Campbell and I were looking 
across a Lake Erie marsh near Toledo on 
May 30, something strange in the appear- 
ance of 3 birds flying some distance away 
caught our attention. The birds dropped 
to an open pool in the marsh grass and 
we followed cautiously. We waded toward 
them until we could see them plainly— 
long, down-curved bills, dark plumage, 
with bronze tints, and completely dark 
heads with no suggestion of light facial 
markings proved them to be three adult 
eastern glossy ibises, the first seen in this 
region for ninety-five years. — HAROLD 
MAYFIELD, 3371 Parkwood Ave., Toledo, 
Ohio. 


CHICAGO REGION. - April weather 
clear and normal except for cold snap on 
13th, 14th and 15th, and precipitation 
1.02 above normal. First three weeks of 
May cold and wet, except two hot days, 
May 5-6. Migration was retarded until 
three warm days, commencing May 21, 


brought it to 
its height, and 
May ended hot. 
Entire month 
had only three 
completely 
clear days; pre- 
cipitation was 
3.58 above nor- 
mal. Martins 
died by hun- 
dreds; several 
picked up at random were found by Field 
Museum to be free from disease. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Osgood there was too much cold 
wet weather for them. All passerines, though 
arriving late, came in larger numbers. 

Loons numerous, 33 reported in April 
May as against 5 last year; 17 horned 
grebes as against 4 last year. Double- 
crested cormorants, Lincoln Park (Dreuth), 
Waukegan (C.O.S.) and Tuma Slough 
(Johnston); 2 egrets in St. Charles, May 
31 (Wm. H. Gray). Least bitterns and a 
yellow-crowned night heron observed in 
Lincoln Park (Dreuth, Baldwin). On 
April 12, Dreuth had a good look at 
American eider flying close to shore across 
Montrose Harbor, very likely the same 
one I observed early that morning off 
Oak Street breakwater. Redheads and 
ruddy ducks, especially, decidedly on in 
crease. Four turkey vultures, April 25, 
in Buchanan, Mich. (Vatter) and 1, May 
16, Dunes Park, Ind. (Johnston) are of 
interest, as well as 2 European partridges 
in Waukegan, May 9 (C.O.S.); 21 species 
of shore birds were seen. Dreuth saw 
European little gull, May 9, and 1 glau- 
cous gull, May 10, both in Lincoln Park. 
Red-bellied woodpeckers are in Oakwoods 
Cemetery (Baldwin) and Morton Abore 
tum (Holabird). Two rough-winged swal- 
lows were seen at Orland by Baldwin 
Lewy and Strong, April 11, an extremel\ 
early date. Bewick’s wren, seldom re 
ported, was seen by Dreuth in Lincoln 
Park, April 5, and a pair observed by 
Rossmann in Kankakee, May 6. Marsh 
wrens frequently reported, especially th¢ 
long-billed; 50 counted by Verna Johns 
ton at Wolf Lake, May 31. Mockingbirds 
observed in Lincoln Park on three occa- 
sions, and in Orland, May 2. Blue-gray 
gnatcatchers in Orland, Lincoln Park, 
Lake Bluff and Deer Grove Forest Pre- 
serve, but were missing from their usual 
Des Plaines River habitat. 

Mrs. Baldwin identified a white-eyed 
vireo in Oakwoods Cemetery, May 17. 
and Philadelphia vireos appear to be 
more common in the region than ten 
years ago. The increase in numbers of 
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individual birds was especially noticeable 
in the warbler group, with 34 species as 
against 31 in 1941-2. 

Migration straggled through the first 
half of May. A minor wave on warm days 
of May 5-6 included a Lawrence’s and 
Kentucky warbler in Oakwoods Cemetery 
(Baldwin) and 2 prothonotaries, Lincoln 
Park (Dreuth) and Kankakee (Rossmann). 
A distinct wave with high numbers, May 
16-17, in spite of weather. Another wave 
during hot weather of May 21 continued 
through month and included a cerulean 
in the Des Plaines River Woods east of 
Half Day (Morrow, Clow) and another 
prothonotary in Oakwoods Cemetery 
(Baldwin). 

Western meadowlark found in Wauke- 
gan, May 9 (C.O.S.) and yellow-headed 
blackbirds, also seen at Wolf Lake, May 
12 and 14 by Verna Johnston. Orchard 
orioles, not reported last year, were seen 
this year throughout the region. Mrs. 
Baldwin saw 5 pairs of blue grosbeaks in 
Oakwoods Cemetery, May 21. Twelve 
clay-colored sparrows, unrecorded _ for 
years, were found in Lincoln Park, May 6 
and throughout month in six records by 
Dreuth, and 1 by Mrs. Baldwin. Ross- 
mann reported a Gambel’s sparrow 
caught in a banding trap in Kankakee, 
May 7, and May 21-22 Dreuth saw 1 in 
Lincoln Park, also a Lapland longspur, 
May 13.—E._eEN THorNE Smitu, Lake 
Forest, Ill. 


MISSOURI REGION.—April dry through- 
out entire region with about normal tem- 
peratures, First three weeks of May cool 
and cloudy 
with 4 to 25 
inches of rain- 
fall in different 
Ser = ~ pe parts of the 
y | “Ss ie state. Severe 
e | o. ee | floods, particu- 
- Srenearieas {} larly in Mis- 
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sissippi Valleys, 
no doubt took a great toll from birds 
nesting in lowlands. Although reports 
are incomplete compared with other years, 
indications are that late waterfowl passed 
through in normal numbers. Three flocks 
of geese totalling about 1200 birds (90% 
hlues and 10% lesser snows) were seen 
passing up Mississippi Valley south of St. 
Louis, April 15 (Cunningham) and sev- 
eral smaller flocks were seen over St. 
Charles County, April 17. Ring-necks, 
lesser scaups, blue-winged teal, shovellers, 
zadwalls and baldpates were common 
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during first half of April and small num- 
bers remained into May. 

In general, season was poor for shore 
birds. Most species were seen in small 
numbers and rarities were few. Golden 
plover were common in the St. Louis area 
up to April 18 and were observed at 
Kansas City, April 22 (Cole and Newton). 
About 200 lesser yellow-legs, 250 pectorals 
and 8 semipalmated plover were seen on 
the Platte County lakes on that date by 
the same observers. Three long-billed 
dowitchers and about 100 Wilson’s snipe 
were reported from Dardenne marsh, St. 
Charles County, April 17 (Short). Stilt 
sandpiper reported for May 9 and willet, 
May 16 (Bollinger). A western sandpiper 
was seen, May 9, Kansas City (Hedges). 
Upland plover were found nesting near 
Kansas City in late May (Shirling) and 
were present at end of month in St. Louis 
area. Ring-billed and herring gulls, most- 
ly immature birds, remaining about the 
overflow ponds in the St. Louis area until 
early May. Franklin’s gull was observed 
at Quivera, May 19 (Hedges) and black 
terns were common over the region dur- 
ing May. Caspians were reported at 
Kansas City and St. Louis. On April 18 
Hedges noted the common tern among a 
flock of Forster’s at Quivera Lake. 

A nest of the red-shouldered hawk was 
found during May in Swope Park, Kansas 
City (Harford and Shirling) probably the 
first breeding record of the species in 
that area. American and least bitterns 
and Florida gallinules were rather com- 
mon in marshes around Kansas City and 
St. Louis. American egrets, which ap- 
peared at Dardenne marsh in late April. 
were still present at end of May and 
probably nesting in vicinity. Yellow- 
crowned night heron observed at Dar- 
denne in April by Short was seen there 
again, May 9, by Bollinger. 

Sparrow migration about normal. Clay- 
colored sparrows common in west during 
late April and early May—not reported in 
east. Lincoln’s sparrow, as usual, was 
more common in western Missouri than 
in east. During April scattered reports of 
Henslow’s and Leconte’s sparrows were 
received from over the state. White- 
crowned sparrows were common around 
St. Louis and a few remained until May 
25. At close of May, song sparrow was 
breeding commonly in St. Louis area. 

Most flycatchers, thrushes, vireos, and 
warblers came in on schedule during last 
few days of April and early May. The 
cool wet weather retarded migration so 
that on rainy days the woods swarmed 
with birds while on clear bright days very 


few were observed. Departing dates for 
most species were rather late. On May 9, 
177 species were reported by a large 
group of observers in the St. Louis area, 
while at Kansas City on the same date, 
114 species were recorded by a smaller 
group. All the more common warblers 
such as Tennessee, Nashville black-poll 
and yellow were abundant. Canada and 
magnolia warblers were well represented 
over region and in St. Louis area the 
chestnut-sided warbler and Grinnell’s 
water-thrush were very common. Bay- 
breasted warblers were seen in numbers 
at St. Louis and several at Kansas City 
where records of the species are few. Blue- 
wings and golden-wings were also com- 
mon at St. Louis—the latter species re- 
maining until May 30. Worm-eating war- 
bler and Cape May were frequently ob- 
served in the eastern part of region but 
not reported from west. Mourning war- 
bler more common in west but was seen 
at Sullivan (Moore), Alton (Dale) and at 
St. Louis (Cunningham). The gray- 
cheeked thrush was almost as common 
over the region as the olive-backed and 
was frequently in song. Bobolinks were 
very common in St. Louis area, May 9-16. 
Rarities for season were: European 
widgeon with baldpates at Marais Temps 
Clair marsh in St. Charles County, April 
26 (Cunningham); snowy egret at Dar- 
denne marsh, May 8 (Jackson); Arkansas 
kingbird at Quivera, May 9 (Hedges); 
Bewick’s wren nesting at Kansas City in 
May (Shirling); Connecticut warbler at 
Kansas City, May 16 and 23 (Cole, Har- 
ford and Werning); Brewster’s warbler at 
Alton, Ill., May 9 (Dale); sycamore war- 
bler, St. Louis County, May 9 (O'Byrne) 
and black-throated blue at Creve Coeur, 
May 15 (Jackson).—JAMEs W. CUNNING- 
HAM, 4425 Main St., Kansas City, Mo. 


MINNESOTA REGION.—A long cold 
winter followed by a cold and blustery 
spring—the coldest, but one, in twenty- 
three years. Snow 
flurries in April, 
and on May 12 as 
much as 1 inch at 
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Heavy ice in Lake Superior delayed navi- 
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gation until a much later date than usual 
and other northern lakes were slow in 
opening. Lake Mille Lacs was still frozen 
on April 17 except for small openings 
along the shore. 

However, a few warm days now and 
then awakened the tardy spring; ice was 
running in the Mississippi River at Min- 
neopolis, April 1; soft maples, elms, and 
box elders were hazy with swelling buds 
on April 5; honey bees were carrying 
pollen on April 8; a phoebe’s nest was 
completed, April 18; nest-building by car- 
dinals at St. Paul, April 19; by nuthatches, 
April 21; by a blue jay, April 23; by a 
bluebird, April 26. Robins were incu- 
bating quite generally at Minneapolis by 
April 29. 

A Few First Arrivals—Vesper sparrow, 
April 8; hermit thrush, April 10; myrtle 
warbler, April 20; black and white war- 
bler, April 29; palm and magnolia war- 
blers, April 30. 

Twelve whistling swans were at the 
usual place near Minneapolis, April 4 
(Erickson) and Warden Klowan of 
Wheaton reported 75 at Lake Traverse 
on April 5 with the ice still on the lake. 

Migration — Most observers, including 
the University Bird Class, found bird 
migration rather disorganized. Mrs. Fran- 
cis S, Davidson, however, afield almost 
daily at Minneapolis, reports 120 species 
for April 15-June 15. ‘his would indi- 
cate that movement was normal, at least 
as to species. She reports: “A small wave 
of warblers on May 6; a larger influx on 
May 15 (a cold day with high southeast 
winds and a steady downpour of rain). 
From this time until May 27, warblers 
were everywhere. On the 30th, another 
small wave came in, but by June 2 all 
were gone except | late mourning war- 
ler on June 6.” 

In regard to the migration as a whole, 
Mrs. Davidson adds: “There was a grand 
exodus of migrants on May 27 when after 
many cold and often cloudy days with 
strong northwest winds, the wind shifted 
to the southeast in the evening and the 
weather became moderate.” 

Dr. Olga Lakela reports from Duluth: 
“Much rain, fog and cold with the fog- 
horn blowing almost constantly in the 
harbor. I have seen at different times 9 
American knots, the most that I have ever 
seen. Red-throated loons were not here 
this year. Black-bellied and golden plo 
vers were less than usual, but several 
small flocks were seen. A single pair of 
piping plovers is staying on the Point. 
Waves of warblers and shore birds, in- 
cluding many ruddy turnstones and 4 
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American knots, reached Minnesota Point 
last night (May 25-26) in a dense fog. 

Items of Special Interest-One Hud- 
sonian curlew, Duluth, May 18 (Lakela). 
The usual great flight of blue and snow 
geese did not visit Lake Traverse region 
this year, possibly because of high water 
which flooded the whole area. Rumor 
says that they were missing from the 
“traditional rendezvous” near Winnipeg. 
\ male western tanager was seen by 
Whitney H. Eastman and group in Glen- 
wood Park, Minneapolis, May 30—the 
third sight record for the state. A willet, 
now rarely found in Minnesota, especially 
the eastern part, was seen by the Univer- 
sity Bird Class near Minneapolis, May 
17. Miss Gyda Magelssen of Rushford, 
Fillmore County, states that a pair of 
tufted titmice returned this spring to the 
site where they nested last year, but were 
disturbed and left. The record of last 
year’s nesting is the first positive record 
for the state. This year, evidently, Miss 
Edgar’s pair nested somewhere in the 
vicinity, but the nest was not located. 
For a number of years, the tufted tit- 
mouse has been trying to establish itself 
as a breeding bird of Minnesota but has 
not succeeded as have the cardinal, red- 
bellied woodpecker, cerulean warbler, 
and other southern species—THomMas S. 
Roperts, Director, Minnesota Museum 
of Natural History, University of Minne- 
sota, Minneapolis, Minn. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS RE- 
GION.—Precipitation during April about 
normal, and during May, slightly less than 
Mhcttare Goaat Plane regeon 2p normal. Tem- 
—--| peratures 
North 
| in April and 
a about aver- 
age in May, 
“~~ South although May 
iad eo 

L i ‘Jj ly cloudy. 
Wind velocities were above average in 
April. Migration waves were noticeably 
coordinated with direction and velocity 
Lakes, potholes and sloughs were well 
filled by heavy snows of late winter, with 
result that waterfowl population is well 

distributed throughout region. 
boell’s grebes at Lower Souris. About 700 
cormorant nests were reported at Sand 
Lake Refuge on May 31 (Beed), with 
birds again nesting in trees on an island. 


above normal 

‘Dotome , | was unusual- 
of the wind. 

There was an increase in resident Hol- 

The 1943 waterfowl migration was re- 
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ported to exceed that of spring of 1942; 
snow and blue geese there reached an 
estimated 500,000 birds. 

Whistling swans arrived April 10 at 
both Des Lacs (the Gammels) and Lower 
Souris. The goose migration was well 
above average at several points. A flock 
of 1000 Lesser Canadas spent several days 
at Lower Souris in early April. Nesting 
populations of common Canada goose 
are increasing nicely on Federal Refuges, 
with several hundred at Sand Lake. 

Lesser scaup showed a general marked 
increase. Between April 14 and May 10 
they more than equalled the numbers of 
other duck species combined at Lower 
Souris. Redheads and canvas-backs de- 
creased considerably as compared with 
flights of some earlier years. 

A ferruginous rough-leg was discovered 
nesting in a cottonwood tree at Lower 
Souris on May 27. Young hatched prior 
to that date. 

Sandhill cranes were first seen, April 
2 to 4 at Minot (Stine) and Des Lacs, but 
were not reported east of those areas. 
Wilson’s snipe were reported only from 
Tower City (Preston) and Minot. 

Stine found a red-shafted flicker nest- 
ing with a yellow-shafted female at Minot. 
Least flycatchers arrived there, May 4. A 
mockingbird was seen at Rock Lake, 
N. D., on May 31 (Ambrosen and Din- 
kens). 

Street reported a decrease in purple 
martins at Bottineau, while the Gammels 
at Kenmare had their first record in six 
years on May 14. These birds are ex- 
tremely spotty in distribution. Both gold- 
en-crowned and _ ruby-crowned kinglets 
were recorded at several stations between 
April 3 and May 7. An unusual number 
of the latter were seen at Bottineau. Bo- 
hemian waxwings were seen until May 13 
at Minot. Cedar waxwings arrived within 
last three days of May at several widely 
scattered points in North Dakota. 

Warblers made a poor showing at most 
stations, generally attributed to frequent 
cold, cloudy weather during their migra- 
tion. Stine saw black-headed grosbeaks, 
Lazuli buntings, and pine siskins nesting 
at Minot. 

The migration of Harris’s, white- 
crowned, and white-throated sparrows 
was unusually large and extended through 
the first two weeks of May. Lincoln’s 
were very common at Kenmare, May 5 
to 12. 

A straggler snow bunting was seen at 
Lower Souris on April 30. An exception- 
ally large and spectacular hatch of 
midges (Chironomidae) on that area dur- 
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ing late May appeared to attract a wide 
variety of insectivorous birds, many of 
which remained longer than usual.—M. C. 
Hammonp, Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, 
N. D. 


UTAH REGION.—Weather was unusu- 
ally mild and humid; warm spells fol- 
lowed by protracted rains with corre- 
sponding snowfalls in 
nearby mountains, some 
the heaviest of 
the year. 

SALT LAKE CITY Migration — 


Dave Except for eve- 


ning grosbeaks, 
b no outstanding 


migrations  no- 


Preven « 
ted. Winter 
4) paucity of these 
birds was more 
than compensat- 
ed for by spring 
migration. David Wilson of Centerville 
saw the first on April 13; reports became 
more common late in April, reaching the 
maximum by May 15. On May 16, in 
Forestdale Park, Ray Cowburn found 100 
or more feeding on fallen ash, box elder 
seeds and catkins. 

One northern phalarope, our most 
abundant late summer shore-bird mi- 
grant, but a rare bird in spring, was 
recorded May 9 at Bear River Refuge, 
killed by striking a telephone wire. 

The yellow-billed cuckoo, also rare, re- 
turned on May 31, for the third season, 
to the Wilson fruit farm in Centerville 
(David Wilson). 

Two flocks of sandhill cranes spent a 
night each at a ranch on northwest shore 
of Utah Lake (Woffingden). The first 
flock of 40 birds came on March 19, and 
the second of 90 on March 24. For many 
years Mr. Woffingden has recorded the 
comings and goings of the sandhills. 
Flocks ordinarily stop a week or so, spend- 
ing the days on farms and barren hills 
and coming down to large salt grass mea- 
dows, in the evening, to dance. For the 
past two years the birds have not re- 
mained to dance, probably the disturbing 
factor being a newly constructed airfield 
across the lake. . 

Some of the Normal Arrivals— (From 
Vanez T. Wilson, Bear River Refuge): 
Franklin’s gull, April 8; Forster’s tern, 
April 3; Caspian tern, March 30; black 
tern, May lI. 

First Arrivals—(From E. R. and David 
Wilson): white-faced glossy ibis, April 11; 
black-bellied plover, May 2; poor-will, 
May 31; eastern kingbird, May 23; Ar- 


kansas kingbird, May 2; little flycatcher 
(Traill’s), May 26; yellow-billed cuckoo, 
May 31; catbird, May 27; warbling vireo, 
May 7; chat, May 13; western tanager, 
May 25; green-tailed towhee, April 25; 
lark sparrow, May 1; chipping sparrow, 
April 16. 

More First Arrivals—(My own list): 
turkey vulture, Swainson’s hawk, ferru- 
ginous rough-legged hawk, blue-gray gnat- 
catcher, bush-tit, titmouse, canyon, Be- 
wick’s and rock wrens, and sage thrasher, 
April 18; house wren, May 16; bittern, 
snowy plover, Baird’s and western sand- 
pipers, marbled godwits, April 22; spot- 
ted sandpiper, dowitcher, stilt, Wilson's 
phalarope, Bonaparte’s gull, broad-tailed 
hummingbird, tree, bank and barn swal- 
lows, white-crowned sparrow, April 25; 
Brewer's sparrow, May 2; Cassin’s king- 
bird, ash-throated, Wright’s and gray fly- 
catchers, rough-winged swallow, hermit 
thrush, plumbeous vireo, desert and sage 
sparrows, May 30. Warblers: yellow, May 
1; Audubon’s, 6th; orange-crowned and 
Virginia’s, 9th; black-throated gray, 16th: 
Macgillivray’s, 30th. Bullock’s — oriole, 
May 12; black-headed grosbeak, May 2: 
Cassin’s purple finch, May 6. Russell 
Quinn reports the arrival of black-chinned 
hummingbird and willow thrush the last 
days in May. 

Nesting and Brood Records— (From 
Wilson, Bear River Refuge): 33 double- 
crested cormorants; 2552 California gulls’ 
and 6 Caspian terns’ nests on the artificial 
islands and dikes. Several nests of the 
black-crowned night heron, with | or 2 
eggs each, April 8. White-faced glossy 
ibis were building, some beginning to 
lay, May 26. Snowy egret heavily incu 
bated the same date; 286 broods of Cana- 
da geese counted, May 15; the first brood 
of mallards noted, May 18. A_pintail’s 
nest on May 19 had 17 eggs. First brood 
of redheads, May 18, ruddy’s nest, May 
20, 4 eggs: coot young, May 25; long- 
billed curlew’s nest, 4 eggs, April 15. 
young observed, May 28. Several pairs o! 
western willets nesting during April-May: 
first avocet’s nest, April 15; hundreds still 
nesting, June 1. First killdeer’s nest. 
April 10, 4 eggs. 

On May 2, J. Donald Daynes estimated 
150 California gulls’ nests along the road 
between units one and two of the Farm- 
ington Bay project, which represents an 
overflow from the artificial islands which 
I found last year to contain over 150) 
nests. This year they appear to be more 
heavily populated. Mr. Daynes also re- 
ports. for same date, 4 long-billed curlew:’ 
nests within one acre on the Crystal Gun 
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property; on May 9, 3 western willets’ 
and 1 snowy plover’s nests. 

My Nesting Records—Say’s phoebe 
building at Desert Mountain, April 18, 
feeding young in nest at Jericho, May 30; 
first English sparrows out of nests, May 
2; Mountain bluebirds out of nests, May 
29; Brewer’s sparrow’s nest, 4 eggs, May 
30; chipping sparrow, 4 eggs in pigmy 
forest, May 31; white-rumped shrike eat- 
ing young at blue-gray gnatcatcher’s nest 
in pigmy forest, May 29 (Mrs. Lockerbie). 
—CHARLES W. LOCKERBIE, 223 West oth 
South St., Salt Lake City, Utah. 


TEXAS COASTAL REGION. — The 
warm, dry spring continued, but was 
broken by a norther, April 16-18, which 

‘ aa ome drove tempera- 
ct ua eo tures down in- 
REGION am <, | the 50’s, and 
by scattered 
rains, May 5- 
10 and 25-30. 
of ? | In general, 
| however, the 
weather was 


abnormally uniform. 

General Conditions—Dry weather was 
good for all nestlings; as the larger 
streams and ponds shrank, feeding condi- 
tions became ideal for the larger water 
birds. Anhingas, herons, ibises, and 
spoonbills had, for the most part, an ex- 
traordinarily good season. But as shallow 
ponds and grassy marshes became dust 
bowls, the smaller water birds such as 
pied-billed grebe, Florida gallinule, kill- 
deer, and stilt suffered. Land birds that 
nested early enough to escape the worst 
effects of the drouth did well; these in- 
cluded prairie chicken, bob-white, mourn- 
ing dove, chimney swift, blue jay, purple 
martin, mockingbird, thrasher, and 
bronzed grackle. Later nesters, such as 
nighthawk, ruby-throated hummingbird, 
cuckoo, kingbird, scissor-tailed flycatcher 
and painted bunting, did poorly. Some 
undoubtedly took advantage of May 
rains, and began nesting in late May (in- 
stead of in April, as they usually do). 
White ibis, yellow-crowned night heron 
and spoonbill had an unprecedently good 
scason; but for some unapparent cause, 
the black-crowned night heron, Louisiana 
heron and white-faced glossy ibis were 
less successful than usual. Most of the 
inigrant shore birds (especially upland 
plover and Hudsonian curlew) were nor- 
mally abundant. Exceptions were the 
golden plover, mountain plover and buff- 
breasted sandpiper. Migrant land birds 
were numerous as ever. Baltimore orioles, 
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scarlet tanagers and rose-breasted gros- 
beaks seemed especially abundant. 

Nesting—The rookeries at Bay City, 
Second and Third Chains-of-Islands and 
Green Island revealed total nesting birds 
as follows: April 17-22—50 anhinga, 200 
brown pelican, 1600 Ward’s heron, 800 
American egret, countless snowy egret, 
3000 reddish egret, 400 Louisiana heron, 
500 little blue heron, 60 black-crowned 
night heron, 800 yellow-crowned night 
heron, 5000 white ibis, 1000 spoonbill 
(Griscom, Dawson, Williams). Young 
birds were just out of the nest as follows: 
green heron at Kemah, May 2; red-shoul- 
dered hawk at Houston, May 25; killdeer 
at Bay City, May 23; blue jay at Houston, 
April 9. Some other data (by Miner and 
Todd): yellow-billed cuckoo on nest at 
Kemah, May 2; mourning dove with eggs 
at Sheldon, April 4; nighthawk with eggs 
at Bay City, May 23; scissor-tailed  fly- 
catcher with eggs at Houston, May 25; 
crested flycatcher on nest at Kemah, May 
2. and at Sheldon, May 16; chickadee 
feeding young in nest at Sheldon, May 
1-16; bluebird building at Sheldon, April 
4, and feeding young there up to May 10; 
mockingbird with second brood of nest- 
lings at Houston, May 6. 

Migrations—Large numbers of spring 
migrants are generally seen during in- 
clement weather only, but we had no such 
weather except at beginning of migration 
period, April 16-18. For some unaccount- 
able reason, the April 23-25 period was 
also excellent. Some daily counts follow: 
141 species at Rockport, April 18, and 
118, April 25; 170 in the Rio Grande Val- 
ley, April 23; 121 in the lower Galveston 
Bay region, April 24; 137 in the entire 
Galveston Bay area, May 1. 

McKay observed many species at Cove 
several days before Mrs. Hagar and others 
saw them at Rockport, although Cove is 
250 miles northwest of Rockport. These 
discrepancies are regular, but are particu- 
larly significant this year because of the 
opportune norther and a_ simultaneous 
coverage at both places. Comparative 
April dates follow: 

Cove Rockport 


eee eer rrr ere 11th 18th 
Yellow-bellied flycatcher. . 17th 29th 
Wood @hemen ......::.. 17th 25th 
Olive-backed thrush .... 17th 25th 
Yellow-throated vireo ... 17th 25th 
Prothonotary warbler ... 17th 25th 
Golden-winged warbler .. 17th 25th 
Blue-winged warbler .... 18th 25th 
Yellow warbler ........ 17th 24th 
Magnolia warbler ...... 17th 28th 
Blackburnian warbler ... 17th 24th 


Cove Rockport 


Chestnut-sided warbler .. 17th 24th 
EPP eer ee 17th 25th 
Grinnell’s water-thrush .. 9th 26th 
Kentucky warbler ...... 17th 24th 
Yellow-breasted chat .... 17th 24th 
Orchard oriole ......... 2nd 17th 
Baltimore oriole ........ 17th 25th 


Several species arrived at Rockport and 
Cove almost simultaneously. They were 
buff-breasted sandpiper, April 27 and 25; 
black tern, April 29 and May 1; gray- 
cheeked thrush, April 24; redstart, April 
18 and 17; scarlet tanager, April 25; sum- 
mer tanager, April 18 and 17; rose- 
breasted grosbeak, April 18 and 17; blue 
grosbeak, April 18 and 17; indigo bunt- 
ing, April 18 and 17; dickcissel, April 18 
and 19. In the first series here given, 
most Cove dates were late and most Rock- 
port dates either normal or late. In the 
second series, most Cove dates were also 
late, but all Rockport dates were either 
normal or early. 

Some Departure Dates—House wren at 
Rockport, April 30; pipit at Cove, April 
2; blue-gray gnatcatcher and ruby-crowned 
kinglet at Houston, April 18; myrtle 
warbler at Houston, April 17; white- 
throated sparrow at Cove, April 20. 

Items of Interest—Ludlow Griscom veri- 
fied in the field several subspecies, as 
follows: Galveston Island, May 1, eastern 
and long-billed dowitchers, eastern and 
western willets, Sennett’s and Howell's 
nighthawks; Rockport, April 24, gray- 
cheeked and Bicknell’s thrushes; Rock- 
port, April 18, Rocky Mountain pipit, 
and Western, Nevada and Hudson’s Bay 
savannah sparrow.—GEoRGE G. WILLIAMS, 
The Rice Institute, Houston, Texas. 


SAN FRANCISCO REGION.—The spring 
has seemed favorable for nesting birds, 
and the scarcity of some wintering spe- 
cies, detected earlier, was not extended 
to summer birds. Some resident species, 
however, appear still to be below their 
normal numbers. This impression may 
result in part 
from meager re- 
ports from field 
observers. 


Migration 
—Counts of mi- 
grating loons, the 
@>*-0sc/ common, Pacific 


and possibly red- 
paryic 


throated, passing 


Cypress Point 
Y were made by 


Williams on five 


| 
| 


days in April at the same 4-hour period 
each day. The dates, with numbers of 
birds seen were as follows: April 2 (40); 
14th (1633); 15th (14); 18th (17) and 28th 
(37). Other water birds were reported, as 
follows: eared grebe, Dumbarton Bridge, 
about 250 on April 17, changing plumage 
(Allen); white pelican, near Durham, 25 
to 30 circling high over Sacramento Valley 
on April 13 (England); green heron, 
Carmel, 1 on April 16 (Williams); wood 
duck, near Durham, brood left nest cavity 
in oak tree on May 13 (E.); semipalmated 
plover, Carmel, 4 on April 13 (W.), Ala- 
meda, April 14 (Kelly); spotted sandpiper, 
Alameda, | on April 30 (K.); wandering 
tattler, Cliff House, 3 on May 6 (K.); 
greater yellow-legs, near Durham, | in 
rice-fields on April 7 (E.); glaucous gull, 
Alameda, | on April 14 (K.). 

Dates of departure of wintering species 
and records of transients have special 
interest in only a few examples. Audu- 
bon’s warbler, Alameda, April 21 (Kelly); 
Townsend’s Warbler, Dimond Park, May 
8 (K.), Berkeley, May 12 (Thompson, 
Allen); hermit warbler, Dimond Park, 
May 8 (K.); yellow-breasted chat, near 
Durham (nester), May 2 (England), Car- 
mel, May 3 (Williams), Berkeley, May 9 
(Allen); western tanager, Alameda, April 
26 (K.); white-throated sparrow, Carmel, 
April 6, only record there this year (W.): 
golden-crowned sparrow, Carmel, May 4 
(W.), Hastings Reservation, May 6 (Lins- 
dale); fox sparrow, Cordonices Park, 
Berkeley, May 18 (A.); Lincoln’s sparrow, 
Carmel, April 25 (W.). 

Arrival of summer birds was later than 
usual for many species: western kingbird. 
near Durham, 3 on April 4 (England): 
ash-throated flycatcher, near Durham, May 
4 (E.); olive-sided flycatcher, Carmel, 
April 3 (Williams); house wren, Berke- 
ley, April 2, first heard (Allen), Howell 
Mountain, April 3 (Clark); russet-backed 
thrush, Carmel, April 22 (W.), Berkeley. 
April 27 (A.); Macgillivray’s warbler. 
Strawberry Canyon, Berkeley, April 6 
(A.); Bullock’s oriole, Hastings Reserva- 
tion, March 28 (Linsdale); cowbird, Car- 
mel, April 7 (W.), Carmel Valley, at two 
places on May 24 (L.), Alamada, May 15 
to 31 (Kelly); black-headed grosbeak. 
Berkeley, April 9 (Hackley), Carmel Val- 
ley, April 10 (W.); lazuli bunting, Oak 
land, May 4 (K.). 

Nesting—Conditions seemed to be pro 
gressively more favorable through the sea 
son, especially for survival of young. Some 
dates which indicate progress of nesting: 
valley quail, near Durham, 2 nests found 
on May 2 contained eggs of both quai! 
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and pheasants (England); Allen’s hum- 
mingbird, common in Golden Gate Park, 
scarce elsewhere (Kelly), Cordonices Park 
young very abundant on May 26 (Allen); 
hairy woodpecker, Berkeley, 1 about 
house, May 9 to 20, the first time present 
there in the breeding season (A.); Cali- 
fornia loggerhead shrike, Walnut Creek, 
family out of nest on May 16 (Fowler and 
Allen); chipping sparrow, Berkeley, birds 
seen on April 6, pair feeding young out 
of nest on May 25 (A.); song sparrow, 
Berkeley, young being fed in nest on May 
4 (A). 

SF Special Interest—Three species ob- 
served by Williams in Monterey County 
have special interest, mainly for locality 
of occurrence: osprey, Carmel, April 22; 
poor-will, Carmel, 1 on April 3; Bell’s 
vireo, at mouth of Potrero Canyon, Car- 
mel Valley, April 10 to May 26. At the 
Hastings Reservation a notable event was 
the appearance, on May 3, of 2 white- 
tailed kites hunting over grassland heavily 
populated by meadow mice. White- 
throated swifts, observed in early April 
by v-everal persons about the Life Sci- 
ences Building in Berkeley, possibly were 
taking up quarters there for the first 
time.—JEAN M. LINSsDALE, Hastings Reser- 
vation, Jamesburg Route, Monterey, Calif. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGION. 
—The usual cloudiness of May mornings 


with temperatures steadily a few degrees 
SouTHeRn => above normal 
CALIFORNIA \ Nevada 


made migration 
Death: ve : : 
I ip M3 mostly unevent- 
© Boterspie/d 


ful. The only 
rainfall (4.8 
inches) on April 
5-6, followed by 
clear, cool nights 
and warm days, 
brought on April 


Senta Borbara 


11-12 the one 
real flight—400 white pelicans, 300 snow 
geese, numerous turkey vultures, and 200 
Swainson’s hawks, all going northwest- 
ward along base of San Gabriel Mts. in 
Altadena. Two white pelicans remained 
at Playa del Rey from March 14 (L.A.A.S.) 
to April 16 (Kent). The only loons 
(Pacific?) reported were 25, migrating 
north offshore from international bound- 
ary on May 19 (C. G. Abbott). Late 
whistling swan at Santa Barbara, May 
16-18 (Rett). 

Ducks—Unusual numbers of dabblers 
stayed late at favorable spots in low- 
lands, some probably nesting, e. g., 25 
pintails and 35 shovellers at Bolsa Chica 
Gun Club, June 1, besides usual breed- 
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ing cinnamon teal and ruddy ducks (15 
each). South of Salton Sea on May 14, 
Harwell party found cinnamons, shovel- 
lers, and ruddies more numerous, with a 
few pintails and 100+- fulvous tree ducks, 
the latter nesting at Imperial State Ref- 
uge according to Warden Reedy. At Big 
Bear and Baldwin Lakes, ducks were 
markedly fewer this May 30 than last 
(Daugherty), except for numerous rud- 
dies at Baldwin. Wild mallards nested 
again this year at Chatsworth Lake, Los 
Angeles. Other noteworthy records: gad- 
wall, Ojai Valley, April 11 (Griffith), and 
Salton Sea, May 14 (Harwell, et al.); red- 
head, 3 near Redondo Beach, April 9 
(Shuart), and 2 at Salton Sea, May 14; 
ring-necked duck, several at Cuyamaca 
Lake, April 8 and 25; and another record 
of blue-winged teal at Mission Bay on 
April 22 (Crouch). Migrating surf and 
white-winged scoters at Redondo from 
May 6-13 (White). Correction of an error 
in printing of the last report is hereby 
made—the male scoter (species?) at Playa 
del Rey should have read “male Ameri- 
can scoter” as Mr. Griscom correctly put 
it in his summary. 

Herons—Small heronry along Imperial 
River south of Salton Sea visited by Har- 
well, Baker, Eckelberry, and Murdock 
on May 14, contained 35+ great blues, 
20+ American egrets, and 8 Farallon cor- 
morants; in nearby marshes were 15+ 
snowy egrets, 3 white-faced glossy ibises 
and 2 least bitterns. One least bittern 
also on April 25 at San Gabriel River 
Sanctuary, a new location. 

Shore Birds—Definitely subnormal, es- 
pecially at San Diego. Peak numbers as 
follows: black-bellied plover, to April 20 
near L.A., none at San Diego; sanderlings 
until early April and Hudsonian curlews 
in late April at Redondo, and both May 
4-18 at Santa Barbara; greater yellow-legs 
common throughout in April. First defi- 
nite spring record for lesser yellow-legs, 
3 with greaters at Laguna de los Domin- 
guez, April 4, the greaters “nearly a neck 
taller” (Shuart). Another rarity was a 
knot in breeding plumage at Playa del 
Rey, April 8 (Eckler). 

The Bolsa Chica colony of black-necked 
stilts, driven from their old nesting 
grounds by temporary drainage of duck 
ponds, nested on borders of nearby tidal 
lagoons, young out in late May. 

Phalaropes scarcest of any recent year 
—only northerns were 3 near Redondo, 
May 21 (W.); Wilson’s, 6 near Redondo, 
April 9 (Sh.), 2 at 29 Palms oasis on 
desert, May 13 (E.), and pair at Baldwin 
Lake on May 30 “evidently nesting”! (D.). 
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Flight of Bonaparte’s gulls good with 
peak in early May. First least tern at 
San Diego Bay, April 21 (C.), present at 
Pt. Mugu, Ventura Co., by May 1 (G,). 
In Imperial Valley 4 of breeding colony 
of gull-billed terns were seen, May 14 
(H., B., E., M.), also several black terns 
and on coast, April 25 to May 18; many 
at Santa Barbara in mid-May (R.). 

Land Bird Migration—Departures and 
arrivals mostly average. Last dates for 
pipit (April 28), ruby-crowned kinglet 
(April 15), and rufous hummingbird 
(May 1) all approximately equal latest 
previously recorded. \ few hermit 
thrushes overstayed previous dates—I at 
Arcadia, April 30 (Westfall), and | near 
Ventura, May 1 (G.). Cedar waxwings at 
Lakeside to May 1 (Gander), at San 
Marino to May 21; hundreds in San 
Gabriel and Tujunga Washes in early 
May, feeding on gooseberries. 

Some arrival dates: black-chinned hum- 
mingbird, April 1 at Los Angeles (K.), 
\pril 4 at Santa Barbara (R.); western 
wood pewee, April 18-19 north to L. A. 
County, April 25 at Santa Barbara; phai- 
nopeplas, lazuli buntings, black-headed 
grosbeaks all at Lakeside on April 4, ar- 
riving during night (Gander). Loose 
Hocks of daytime migrating “peeps,” April 
24 at Pasadena and May 9 at El Monte. 
Vaux’s swift, May 3 at Santa Barbara and 
common, May 13-14 on Colorado Desert 
(E.), and at Chatsworth on 16th. Yellow- 
headed blackbird, four records of 1 to 3 
males from coastal valleys, April 11-May 
17, 12 at 29 Palms, May 13, and numer- 
ous in nesting colony at Baldwin Lake on 
May 30 (D.). 

Of the warblers the only common spe- 
cies were lutescent and black-throated 
gray, chiefly April 2-20; yellow, first at 
Agua Caliente Springs on Colorado Des- 
ert, April 10, arriving at Ojai next day 
and at Santa Barbara on 16th; and pileo- 
lated, commonest April 11-May 9 (though 
locally nesting goldens had nest with 
eggs on April 12 at Santa Barbara—A. E. 
Hutchinson). Less common were Cala- 
veras, ‘Townsend's, and Macgillivray’s 
warblers and least vireo, with peak num- 
bers about April 20-25. All these species 
in migration on desert, May 11-14 (E.), 
with yellow and pileolated very abundant. 
Only three records of hermit warbler, 
April 11, 19, and 25, all from lower 
mountains of coastal slope. A very late 
male myrtle warbler, April 19, in Tu- 
junga Canyon (K.). 

Nesting—Several common species have 
been one to three weeks late for unex- 
plained reasons, e.g., California wood- 
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peckers and California shrikes. Cabanis’s 
hairy woodpecker nested at 450 feet alti- 
tude at Tapia Park, western L. A. County, 
April 18 (E.), also recorded in lowlands 
at Ventura, May |. Several pairs of robins 
feeding young in city parks of Glendale 
on May 22 (Getz), thus establishing ex- 
tension of lowland nesting range of robin 
from Pasadena and Flintridge, where they 
have nested for years. Other interesting 
nesting records: bank, rough-winged and 
cliff swallows together on the sea bluffs at 
Goleta, May 9 (R.); tricolored red-wing, 
colony of several thousand in Chino 
Creek Valley, young out of nest on May 
22 (L.A.A.S.); Lawrence's goldfinch, des- 
ert slope of San Bernardino Mts., May 
10 (Hanna); black-chinned sparrow, 
young just hatching, May 14, near Pasa- 
dena (Cogs.); Bell's sparrow feeding 
young, May 31 near Burbank (K.). 

Rarities—Summer tanager at Lakeside, 
April 1 (Cr.); red crossbills again at Ojai, 
April 12-13, 27; pygmy owl at Spruce 
Falls in Sespe Valley, April 19 (Gr.); red- 
eyed vireo, 1 near Fullerton, April 24 
(Mrs. Comby), and 2 at Compton in May 
(Southerland); black swift, I+ over 
Chatsworth Lake, May 16 (Stultz, Daugh- 
erty, et al.) 

Desert Areas—Besides species _ listed 
above, there was definite migration of 
white-crowned sparrows in Palm Springs- 
Indio region, May 11-13, interesting be 
cause they replaced the hordes of Gam- 
bel’s here a month ago. Characteristic 
desert residents listed by Harwell party 
included white-winged dove, Gila wood- 
pecker, vermilion flycatcher, Leconte’s 
and crissal thrashers, and Scott’s oriole. 
Two belated migrant Brewer's sparrows 
in Joshua Tree National Monument, May 
12. Harris's hawk, pair in probable nest- 
ing locale south of Salton Sea. 

Mountain Areas—Lake Hemet in San 
Jacinto Mts. yielded on April 4, the only 
Caspian terns, red-naped sapsucker, and 
mountain bluebirds of the period (S., D.). 
Near Big Bear Lake in San Bernardinos 
at end of May, Mrs. Daugherty listed 76 
species, many nesting. Above 7000 feet. 
numerous Wright’s flycatchers, 10 Calliope 
hummingbirds, 2 Townsend's solitaires 
1 male Williamson’s sapsucker, and a 
singing hermit thrush were found. No 
pileolated warblers found where they 


were last year, and no white-headed wood 
peckers or red-breasted nuthatches in Big 
Bear area, though both were recorded in 
San Gabriel Mts. in early June (Cogs.).— 
Howarp L. Cocswe.t, 3807 Sierra Grande 
St., Pasadena 8, Calif. 
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